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God's grace lavished on us 

 
I am pretty sure Herod had no thought of giving God all the glory; he was always seeking his own. 
 
In today’s gospel he says, “John, whom I’ve beheaded, has been raised!” Herod must have been 
terrified, a treacherous and cunning politician, the one man who gained power through wealth, is 
confronted with his worst nightmare.  He knew John was dead.  But this Jesus, obviously a man of 
power himself, is becoming known throughout Herod’s kingdom. Who is he?  
 
Could it really be John, raised from the dead? John, the man Herod killed because of a grudge, a 
grudge he held against him for telling the truth? How very sad, how very tragic because of what 
we’ve seen in our own lifetimes of the consequence of misused power, political greed and society’s 
belief that “it’s all about me,” we have to realize Herod has something to teach us. 
 
In Herod we find a man desperate to be king. He killed his own relatives to gain the throne and then 
surrounded himself with people who would use Herod’s favor to gain their own power. The parties 
given by the king lasted for days – feasting and uncontrolled drinking, and entertainment that was 
sometimes less than respectable. Into this sad state of the political life of Israel, John the Baptizer 
dropped the embarrassing and dangerous truth, and for this John lost his life. 
 
So today’s gospel tells us that this same Herod, who thought he had gotten rid of his adversary 
John, is now faced with a new adversary, Jesus.  Who is this man he was hearing so much about?  
Could John have come back from the dead to haunt him, or was this someone new who would 
challenge his authority? We know the answer and Herod would soon find out. Jesus was soon 
known by most as a man who taught with authority, who spoke the truth without fear, and who 
preached a return to faith by all Jews if they were to be truly children of God. 
 
While today’s gospel passage is mostly a bit of history, the letter from Paul to the Ephesians fills 
out what the people were saying about Jesus in Herod’s time. Paul helps us understand how we are 
connected to God. Paul reminds us of the amazing gifts we are given because God loves us. Instead 
of being afraid that Jesus is John raised from the dead, Paul says, “Blessed be God … who has 
blessed us in Christ with ever spiritual blessing in the heavens!” No fear here, just deep and joyful 
gratitude that we are empowered by God’s blessings.  
 
He then goes on to tell us what some of those blessings are: adoption as God’s children, redemption 
through the blood of Jesus, forgiveness for our sins and grace lavished on us.  
 
Isn’t that a wonderful image? God’s grace being lavished on us! None of these things is a worldly 
gift, all divine in nature. These gifts give us a spiritual authority and power that we must use to do 
good and to spread the Good News amongst God’s people. There’s no comparison between this 
kind of power and authority and that of people such as Herod, Pilate and some leaders of today. 
 
Our power comes from the deep and abiding love of God. Paul tells us that with all wisdom and 
insight, God has made known to us the mystery of his will, it is our inheritance. 
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Today’s gospel about Herod is no longer just a history lesson, but a moral lesson too. 
We should be thrilled with Paul’s words of the blessings of God’s grace.  
You and I should delight in the thought that God lavishes his grace on us – pours it out joyfully – 
we should learn to bathe ourselves in that abundance.  
When we allow God to fulfill his promise it will change our lives.  
We would see the beauty in all God’s people and be willing to take their hands when solidarity for 
good is needed. We would see our churches begin to fill again because others would see our witness 
and want to share what we have. We’d learn to speak about our faith in convincing and inviting 
ways. 
 
Unlike Herod and others like him, we wouldn’t have to fight and connive and fawn over others so 
that power would be ours to abuse; we have the power of a loving God supporting us.  We have the 
example and teachings of Jesus to show us the way.  
 
And in our imitating Christ, we too can lavish our care on God’s world and on God’s people. We 
are empowered and guided by the Holy Spirit; we are destined to be God’s people here on earth.  
 
We can make no other choice. Amen. 

_____________________________ 


